
Academic research groups: evaluation of their quality, quality of their evaluation

Using empirical data from the British system of evaluation of academic research (RAE, REF), we developed
a very simple model which accounts relatively well for the quality of academic research groups as a function
of their size.

Since the process of evaluation of research quality is  time-consuming, and consequently expensive, policy
makers have proposed some alternative to peer-reviewing, using bibliometrics indicators. Recently, we
compared predictions from a ``scientometrics based evaluation'' with the ``peer reviewing system''. 

The talk will summarize the work done in this context.
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